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EDITORIAL NOTE : Much time will be needed to heal the wounds inflicted by
the fascists and to restore the destroyed economy of the country. But great is
the life-force of the Russian people, and, like the bush which burns but is not
consumed, Russia will flower again.

But it is another story with the monuments of ancient Russian architecture
which Professor Ryznikov and G. Krasnosvetov describe in their articles.
Many of them have been destroyed by the fascists. They cannot be restored
again.

And it was in these great monuments that our ancient traditions, so dear to
every Russian heart, were preserved.

Victories and defeats, ups and downs, quiet periods of peaceful constructions
are intertwined in our history like the links of a precious chain. The men who
made this history strove to perpetuate their deeds and exploits in monuments of
stone and metal. Each generation stamped upon these monuments its taste,
its sense of beauty. Architecture preserves the union of many crafts and great
lofty ideals of human creativeness.

In Russia, where for a long time the Church was closely bound up with the
secular power and where the people were by nature religious, the erection of
almost every church was connected with historical events. And among these
churches some are so beautiful, so unique, that they are precious cultural
monuments not of Russia only but of the whole world.

There are no words to express the anger and wrath filling one's heart at the
thought of the destruction of these priceless monuments which have been
destroyed by the godless vandalism of the German soldiery.

THE FASCISTS DESTROYED THE TWO FOREMOST MONUMENTS
OF ANCIENT RUSSIAN ARCHITECTURE

{In connection with the devastation of the New Jerusalem and the Joseph-
Volokolamsk Monasteries)

BY G. KRASNQSVETOV, ARCHAEOLOGIST

In the territory of the Moscow region there are a considerable number of
monastic buildings representing examples of old Russian architecture.

The creation of these monuments is the expression of the national genius;
they serve as the basic landmarks of the creative history of our country, and
many of them are among the foremost and unique treasures of world archi-
tecture.

The Russian people can indeed be proud of their contribution to the treasures
of the architectural heritage of mankind.

The former New Jerusalem Monastery, one of the most striking examples
of old Russian architecture, is situated on a beautiful hilly peninsula washed by
the waters of the Istra. The monastery, founded in 1656 by Patriarch Nikon, is
a reproduction near Moscow of the Christian sanctuaries at Jerusalem, and the
idea of its founder was that it should underline the political power, the cultural
originality and independence of the Russian State.